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also states that negotiations were broken off because
Tippoo added as a condition a matrimonial connection
between the two families. Tippoo's father, Hyder Ali
though of a respectable family, had begun life as a
common soldier, and his nickname of " Naik " shows
the estimation in which he was held. It was not likely,
therefore, that the Nizam with his long line of descent
from the Prophet would agree to such a condition, and
so the negotiations by whomsoever commenced were
abruptly broken off, much to Tippoo's disgust. The
probabilities in fact would seem to point to the overtures
having been made, in the first place, by Tippoo and not
by the Nizam. One Hafizjee had been the ambassador
at Seringapatam on this occasion, and, as Tippoo attri-
buted to him the subsequent failure of his overtures,
he became the special object of the tyrant's hatred.
The negotiations at Calcutta were successfully terminated
in 1788, and in the following year (December 24th, 1789}
Tippoo made an unprovoked attack upon the British
ally, the Rajah of Travancore. This led to war being
declared by the British, and the contingency provided
for by the treaty of 1788 having occurred, the Nizam
and the Mahrattas were both called upon to furnish
contingents. This they did, and the Nizam promised
to provide a body of cavalry of not less than 10,000,
to be maintained at the cost of the Company. It was
agreed that all country conquered from Tippoo should be
equally divided between the three contracting parties,
and, should eventually Tippoo attack or molest any one
or other of the contracting parties, the others should
join to punish him in such manner as might be afterwards
settled. Both the Mahrattas and the Nizam fulfilled
their part of the agreement and sent bodies of troops
to act on the Mahratta and Hyderabad frontiers of My-